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SUB J : FINE GAEL CONVENTION STRESSES LAW AND ORDER 

1. OVER WEEKEND OF MARCH 23/24, KNE GAEL PARTY HELD FIRST NORMAL 
CONVENTION SINCE IT TOOK OFFICE AS SENIOR PARTY IN FINE GAEL/ 
LABORCOALITION. (LAST YEAR'S CONVENTION WAS CANCELLED IN AFTER- 
MATH OF DUBLIN BOMBINGS.) POLITICIANSNATURALLY WATCHED THE 
EXERCISE CAREFULLY FOR HINTS OF NEW DIRECTIONS. THEY DID NOT 
LEARN MUCH. PMCOSGRAVE WAS THOROUGHLY IN CONTROL AND 
CLEARLY VERY PLEASED TO BE IN POWER. HE AND OTHER SPEAKJS 
TENDED TO CONGRATULATE THEMSELVES ON FACT THAT THE GOVERNING 
PARTIES ARE WORKING WELL TOGETHER, LIKE PREVIOUS IRISH 
COALITIONS. COSGRAVE HAD THE AUTHORITY OF A MAN WHO EXPECTS 
TO BE RUNNING THECOUNTRY, AS WELL AS THE PARTY, FOR A LONG 
TIME. (IT IS A REALISTIC EXPECTATION, GIVEN THE WAYNEW 
ELECTORAL DISTRICTS HAVE BEEN RIGGED TO HELP THE GOVT.) 

2. PM COSGRAVE ALSO POINTED WITH PRIDSTO THE MODEST PROGRESS GOI 
HAS MADE TOWARD SOCIAL REFORM. INTERESTINGLY, HOWEVER, HE 

JU STIFIEDHHE CHANGE IN FINE GAEL'S CONSERVATISM AS A MEANS OF 
ATTAINING POWER, NOT AS A MEANS OF INCREASING XCIAL IUSTICE. 
LABOR PARTY SPOKESMEN ALWAYS PUT IT THE OTHER WAY AROUND, 
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DESCRIBING POWER AS A MEAF TO ACHIEVE SOCIAL IUSTICE. 
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3. ON THE ECONOMY, COSGRAVE SAID THAT PRIME CAUSES OF INFLATION 
WEJ NOW DOMESTIC RATHER THAN IMPORTED. HE WARNED THAT IRISHMEN 
ARE NOW PAYING THEMSELVES TOO MUCH AND CSKING PRICING THEMSELVES 
OUT OF THE WORLD MARKET. 

4. MOST FREQUENT THEME IN THE CONVENTION WAS NED TO MAINTAIN LAW 
AND ORDER, WHICH MEANS REPRESSING THE IRA. BOTH COSGRAVE AND 
JUSTICE MINISTECCOONEY RETURNED TO THIS TIME AND AGAIN, ALWAYS TO 
BURSTS OF APPLAUSE. THIS WAS THE ONLY TOPIC ON QICH COSGRAVE 
HIMSELF SEEMED TO HAVE REALLY STRONG PERSONAL FEELINGS. MOORE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975DUBLIN00556 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 03-0858 
From: DUBLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750323/aaaaauhl.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 JUN 2003 by MartinML>; APPROVED <05 JUN 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FINE GAEL CONVENTION STRESSES LAW AND ORDER 
TAGS: PINT, PORS, El, (GAEL, FINE), (COSGRAVE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



